$: Ince His Majeſtics Happy Reftwaration (where- 
\RS inthe Welfare and: Unity of the Charch of 
7 England was and is fill much concerned) it 
IJ hath been thought reaſon of State, and fo" 
US Rcfolved upon, that ſach' /Miniſters'as would 
- + 1:4: + - Not ſubſcribe the'Declaration, and declare as 
in the Act of Uniformity 101662. is- required 3; ſhould not” 
be capable of holding any. 'Ecclefiaftical Benefi-e, nor per-' 
mitzed to preach... Many Miniſters: thereupon have ſince that 
time laid afide.the Exerciſe of' their Miniſtry; as not' being 
clezr in ſome diſputable Points therein" contained and'pre- 
ſcribed 3] yet very wellreſolved) and 'in/ Conſcience fatisfied 
in all things neceflary to the trac Proteſtant Religion; and 
their Allegiance and Obedience to: His: Majeſty, their moſt 
Rightfuland Dread Soveraign, andto-the Being, - Peace and 
Order of: the Church of Exgland, in whoſe Commiunion 
they: intend to-liveandigdie,. #7 UTR [SOTO RR 
Andie doth'very muct-refreſh them, in- this ten years'laft 
filence and obſcurity of theirs; that they neither harbour atiy 
principles of- Diſloyalty. or Schiſme 3+ much leſs fayoureFany 
practice of. Difunion' or Diſobedience; but” intend to' be 
rc the way of their Duty-to God and the King alltheir 
ayes. 3f43 0e 237227 64 KSSC4  FEA06G HEALS . 
'And it doth-not '@ little: ad to their” contentierient hd 
comfort. in-their AtiQions; That His'Saered-Mije ity Hirh 
not only Declared them Loyal and Peaceable, but atfo'ett- 
deavoured in His-Specches'and*AQions, #Legal ind Fitti 
Indulgence for them; ard:now-done {oinething pr b 
thereunto in His late Declaration. A 2 ._ For 


Subſcriptions and 'Appointments thereof, it hath taken in 
many Grave, Learned and Worthy Perſons) yet others alſo 
areſuchtakenjn;by it ,, who are not ſo well conditioned in 
their Minds, Morals and Aﬀedtions; to the truc Intereſt of 
the Church of England, as others that are now laid aſide : 
nor have they ever declared ſo much for Her in Her Straights 


and Obſcurity, as they have done, who are not therein com= 


prchended. So that it hath not been an adzquate and ſuſh- 
cient Teſt, and Standard of all mens integrity and peaceable- 


nels, -nor wrpughtany great cure upon our Diviſions, ſo as 


was expeQed but we are broken till; to the great gratifica- 
tion of tlioſe that would invade or undermine. the Church it 
ſclf, by their extream Qpinions and Animoſitics. ;J 

_ And it-may ;be, 'upon theſe, or ſuch like Conſiderations, 
ſome worthy Patriots in Parliament, and ſome reverend Fa- 
thers have not been unwilling to allow the Nor» conformiſis 
ſuch relaxations; ' and that by Law, as may be conſiſtent 


with the Eſſentials of the DoQtrine and Diſcipline of the = 


Church of Exglandz thanks to them for their reſpes and 
good remembrance of us, - 57 3h 
* But1 muſt confeſs there have not been wanting alſo ſome 
Eccleſiaſtical Incendjaries and Boutefews, who have endea- 
- vourcd by their preaching and writing; and otherwiſe, to 
keep the Flame aloft, and the Wounds ftill freſh and bleed- 
ing 3 tothe rujne of many poor Minifters and their Families 
for ever: and not without ſome inconvenience -alfo to the 
Church and People of God ; to whoſe miſguided-zeal, and 
heQical heat, I ſhall offer nothing for | the guiding of their 
aRions and paſhons, but the Church's preſent condition 
and refer them to their own Natural and Evangelical Aﬀe&i- 
.ons3/ if there be any bowels:of Love, Ingenuity or Charity 
tothe Church and their Brethren, who think themſelves as 
;200d Subjects, and as true Miniſters and Members of Chriſt, 
an as peaccable in their principles and practices as them- 

VES- | | is be es, 

. And as for His Majefiies' Gracious Declaration, March 
2671+ which many. mea according.to their fears and hopes, 
* £ ; 6%. 9 their 


[ 


+ nds 4 Dag: 64a m__ Ob aid 2 4) nr Ne "RO IAF + 
c TY P- xe £ ——, 5» UG F; » £44 WY os, : WAIT 1160 SN 3, Do 2s Nc +28 ve a 
ate? ; . POE OR Op 9s © & : 
- p % off LY ko, 
0 «c > 226) 
: % f + 
- 4 
b 
f v > 
. % G 
5 / pe 


For indeed the AR of Uniformity (although by the 
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their. intereſts and tempers, their ill or good natures, make 
various conſtruQions of (for. Princes aQions paſs'no more 
without animadverfions than other mens)! what others ſay | 
or think, -it ſeems to. be: a genuine, and: natural effe@t of that 
antipathy and enmity, which, is.in His. Majeſties Diſpoſition - 
and Nature to all violent proceedings agaipſt thoſe rhat have 
truly tender Conſciences : And if it reach further to others, 
whoſe principles are. not modeſt, norhoneſt ; bur grate fpon 
the foundation, and tend not to peace nor (olid piegy, /it is 
but a pleonalme._ or overflow of chat great kindnels which He 
alwayes intended and exprefſcd ab ut watters of Religion 5. 
wherein He had rather overdo.in things ſo agreeable:to His 
own good temper, than ſeem to leave any out of the;compaſs 
and umbrage of His Fayour and Indulgence 3 the fault being: 
theirs, that know not how to ja themſelyes.3, notHis, 
that knows wiſely.to oxtcinpeolery rity ity and ſweetneſs; and fit-; 
ly to join them together in. the overnment of. His Peo-: 


ple. 


Since. which Declaration, there hath leech come forth 2. 
bulic Paper, the Title whereof is, Toleratien.- not to:be abu- 
ſed; Or, A Series Dueftion debated and reſolved » Whether. 
iz be adviſable, eſpecially for the Presbyterians, eieher. in Con»: 
ſcience, er Prudence, to take advantage from His Majeſties late 
Deelaration:to deny or rebate tbeir Communion with our P arochial 
Congregations, and to gather "Ons into et and ſeparate 
Churc ex f 


| Which Queſtion I ſuppoſe the Presbyteriaus will reolvein 
the Negative, as well as. the Propoſer ; and I muſt alfo ac- 
quaint him that there hath been ſcarcely any thing that looks 
like an Argument in his whole Debate, but: hath beenconfi- 
dered and ventilated with all reſpe& and tenderneſs to the 
Church of England. 

Nor indeed can it be in reaſon and duty imagined, That 
His Sacred Majzſty intending, by this Declaration, an Tnadul- 
gence to tender Cooſciences, ſhould intend to leave out the 
greateſt part of His Loyal and Ovedient Subjets, who are 
Diſſeaters 3 
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Sonliarif"this* Book be/tniended"ir kintheſs ro iredP the 
Pretbyterilas it) aortas Set oeerct: fiops they Tourd nor. - 


clſe potliblyhave foreſeen wil 


ices, in fubſervience to the Rings Declaration. 3 * or 


&: Conſoientie;as well'as other men. * 


. 


the:Pprrbyterian principles and 'praQtices, and: not to blazon; 
thviclink iris, "dolkch | T | 
a<other mhehts 3 -they have reaſon to*thank Him fot his good' 
hatentions. $991 

But not for ſiatia fc Qeeſtion for them.z for it. is 
in :eff<&, to- enquire whether the- Presbyterians may $0 ac- 
cording; t6 their: principles or no: ?' whether they may twn 
Independents or n6t'> whether” they rhay leave their relation 
toandicommunion* with the Chufch- of Enyland or not ? 
which indeed 'i5* r#diculous and! contradictious. For the 
truth is; they ſeem '(fach as' T am" acquainted with) to be ſo 
farfrom defiring to know-whether they may go againſt their 
Drinciples or not, that they. would nor, though they might 
have a particular diſpenſation for it 3 byt defire to comport 
themſelves as they have hitherto done'towards their Mother 
the Church of Englund; with all duty and good manners 
and to have their a&tions at the offers of their duty paſs with- 
out'offence or-miſ-repreſentation. 


CHAP 


owe Comprehenfiort-can be legally procured! by AR of 
Paziingnent £6 make theth ſtand retj3-5 Faro Repm,.. Eccleſia 


-Or if-his: 6nd be really to. advance the: true Church of | 
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'"x. Thar the interat. of; the Church of England, boli: 5: td 


CHAP. TS 


To TM ti in my opinion 13 . ought whe 
EL. als 


ther the Prey exia ns -— rohliniig aheie great i; 
ad, 6 He, Y9 | Legal Indulganee' and Comprobenfion by 


the 1 Law of the. 1 dhe as to ſome moral and 'diſpntable 


ts betwixt them and their Superiors, Fathers and Brethien, 
'which are nox.effential to. zhe goverxment of 'Chureb and State 3 
the government whereof many of them mupoir- their -Oaths ,” have 
obliged: themſelnes #24t to alter ' any not being / ydt able to'Þroenre 
74, re rem  Jofficiont 2eftimony of their -Sobriviy' 24d 
Pee o 7. «ew ars.laft paſt, may not dt this flmeac- 
© gence in His Dedaravien without 
Jews nl wt 
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Church of England:; and that many of chem in all Coun- . 


ties have ſo behaved themſelves, by attending upon the wor- 
ſhip of God, as it is now eftabliſh'd, in publick, that the 
Minifters of their ſeveral pariſhes may and will ecftifie with 
them of the decency and ;noficalivelels of their carriage and 
attendance hitherto : though it may be, foe others, where 


there have been-no Churches, 'or Miniſters feandatous and un- - 


profitable, may have adventuxed ſometimes to have Ppreach- 
cd in private for the Service of ſuch a deſtitute people;aud for 
ſome maintenance: too; happily for themſelves and” Families, 
which otherwiſe might” have ftarved; "the \mjartnet v "their 
Education unfitting then. for manual Labbuy®' and all chis 
without any affront to the Laws,or enervit lon of the" ſtrength 
and Doctiine of the Churches to which they feverall belong : 


thexetare arc- not altogether unfic to be compreh ended in an) 
AQ, Statute, Licenſe; or Tndulgenre "hich may 'further 


the ſettlement and tranquility of the:Chiirch, + 
:3-.And if do, it is'not nſafe but profitable at all times: to 
tirengthen its intereſt, and-multiply' and encourage fuch Mi- 
niſters and Members as are ready ini their Conſciences,and by 
their ſtudy, diligence, and pezceableneſs,. to do as, much 
good a$/;they can 3, ſince Turks}! Papifts,” and they: off the ſe- 
paration, are all for the encicefe' of their number; and the 
Church in the primitive times looked | n it 8 insfolory, 
that there were added to iedaily ſue asMould be ſaved 3; ar 
Jews, Gentiles, and-diſcontented' petſbns were then con- 
verted, and after theit-Converſion; Fo ation 'ind URful 
neſs inthe Church, were'oneouraged' Hotwith(andirs om 
minute differences in-Diſpoſition''and' piniCh. AF ? 
thinks the-Church of Tugidnd ſhould not at. any time, 
upon-it, for her honour and peace;"to narrow; her on 
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bets things, and were \ very hot wSer7arion the "yin ; 
ning Hf rofhce- were very fairly and prudently taken np, when = 
bo their heats 3 as particularly in the buſi- 
neſs of Eafter: which Irerexs, though of Vifor's mind, did 
endeavour to compoſe, by: fair and fraternal Indulgence ; ; 
& non molliter Vietorem 3 ip ſum reprebendebat, as Enſebius tells 
us, for being fo fierce 2nd imperious ina Cuſtorn of that na- 
ture. ; 
 Anditis like! the Popifts would allow many things 1 which 
chey y — infifted upgn in the beginning of. 
the Reformation; Marriages, and the Sacrament 
in both kinds, coalts they have the Church of Exgland theirs, 
as it was before. 

And why our men ſhould not do the like to their Brethren, 
and ſoundneſs in the Faith, they have 
had ſo good experience, for the Churches increafe and glory : 

in mimatoribur bifte, 1 underſtand not why they 
oe wa ink pratee ies, © Kay 
vour as ceand in to 
them t ina true Chyrch,, as her rm gr prodeceſſars 
did, andher Epemies and Underminers 

"Fea conlring wil tur wich ome pros they do.ie 
daily, and fuchthings are connived at, and indulged even a- 
mongft Conformifts themſelves'; one way they have in Ca- 
thedrils, another in Parochial Churches: ſome pray towards 
the Eaſt, others do'not fo; ſome bow, others baw tor; 
why then ſhould - e not the ſame ground, be the 
ſame other 'reputed” Tndifferences ? ' That 
which hath been R_ may be =o ain it eadens materia. 

Confidering'withal, that the fabftantial' peace and 1 unity 


which this rings atong with it; and is now obſtryQed,' is 
reallybetter-ttin the external deceticy ak 
og inipoling of-rhiefe Nos may pr 


piter; which the 
And 
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7 , And beſides itis alſo ſaid that even ſome'of- the-yery Do- 


Arinal Articles of the Church of, Eugland: themlelves:are {o 


cautiouſly anc rexaprre xratcly warded (fox, peace fake) thareven 
theyghat have diffcrent ſentiments 290d. .apprehenfions there» 


of, may anddo ſubſcribe. thern: . And jf this Liberty ma 
be given ia. Dodrine, wherein the Subſcribers. diſpute pi 
and cox why is; beſo in Ceremqnies 3nd Mods. of 
I ſhall leave to:my Betters to confider and determine; | 


5. Though great expeQations have been,,thatmore-might 


have comein in all this time 3 that che Chyrch of--Exglond 
might have been more glorious in her Numbers,. Diſcipline, 
Uniformity and Ceremonies, yet becauſe all men have not the 
command - of their .own underſtandings, .it hath: not fallen 
out accordingly :- And the King's Sacred Majeſty well de+ 
clares it, That Hehath foxnd little, fruit.of theſe ways of Co- 
erti 1 for theſe-rwelve years paſt. So that it hath not only pleaſ- 
ed ſome Worthy Perſons to move for a Comprehenſion in ſe- 
veral- Seffions of Parliament, . in order. tothe, cure of our 
Diviſionsz which have hitherto been;: gbfixucted,, | or. laid: 
alide : But..it hath pjeaſcd the Kings Majeſty to give out His 
own Graciqus Declaration for Indulgence 3 which, whether. 


it ought. now to be accepted by the Presbyteriens,. as the: 


s + 


Caſe, .or as. their Principles lie, is the Queſtion.,, . ; 


If cannot be denied but that all: the. Prochyerians wilhes, 
and deſires are to enjoy their Liberties in publick places, and 
to be reſtored to the exerciſe of their Miniſtry again, by the, 
ſame Full and Legal Authority which thought fit-to lay them- 
afide 3 that they may not ſeem to abet or eſpouſe any-un- ; 
warrantable Scparation, or be entangled. in any real orre-, 
puted Schilme, -or offenſive fence or diftinion, either ja. 

Jace.or praQtice, from the Church of Englandz to- whom 
be all peace and proſperity. + + | ; 
| Nor would they ſeem to negled the diſcharge of their du- 
ty when called to it, nor fight His Majeftics Kindnels, ſo-. 
freely and graciouſly offered 3 eſpecially when He, in deep | 
xaſon of State thinks ic may be an Expedient. to Poene | 


4. 


yif thepeace of the Church ſo; require ic; . 
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able mcn, whom neither. kindneſs nor ſeverity will ſoften; 
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that Unity and Reconciliation which al other forcible courſe 


ould x ef:&. Some think this the way for unity,* 
others that it tends: to Schiſm and FaQtion':* Whoſe Judg- 
ments ſhould bei followed ? If we proceed ,” we offend our 
Fathers and { Brethren if we'-refuſe,” we give occafion to 
our Soveraigy toithink us a:company of ſfowr and ar 


when as God Almighty, who knows our hearts, ſecs and 


| knows otheriviſez and that we are ready, as faras we can, to 


obey.» and where we cannot, to ſuffer in all humble fiicace 
and ſubmiſſion, ” 


_ Now the-Queftion, as Lſaid before; is, Whether rhe Preſ- 
byterians may :#0t according to their Principles acteps of His 
Moajeſties Indulgence without offence or ſelf-comradiftion ? 


CHAP. Il, * 


"THe AfﬀicmatiyeT prove thusz . 


. - #.- From the Nature E this Acceptance,. whichis athank- 
A 


ful Acceptance of "His Majeſtics Grace and Favour; and an 
inward willingneſs ſignified in this outward acceptance of 
His Majeſties Kindneſs, to be at. ie popſopomgeng which. they 
arc appoitited and ordained to :; Now: inward thankfulacts 
_ nſe ade 416 and" outward. preaching-of EY (89 el, 
with'an carneff endeavour "to promote, Gods Glory... the 

nels, - Py Ta 


Kihgs Honour, the'Kingdomes Happinel hurche 

Peace , and to difcharge” their own duty .in .the (everal 

capacities and relations which..che Providence -of Godyjand 

the Prudence of '« Chrifſian and Proteliant Prince ſhall caſt 
i 


us iato; *ixtibt fambply' evil; ich lh 0 he their Cale;'and 
to havens of. al 14 evitin SENG Ces | 


For Conſequentes hich inay fall oe, of Oiknces which 
: 2 


may- 
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conſtructions. 


> 3 


Do&rine and Faith-of the Church 'of.. 
eſtabliſhed. - , 


nance for \themſelves and their Families, 


to be ſuch 
doththe 


cumftances. 
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way be taken accidentally, gr. invidious' refletions,; while's * 

man is doing hjs duty, theſe are things incidentand add 

to the moſt warrantable and juſt: ations -* and are not to 
exken-any. cognizance of where the agent is right inhis'mton- 
tions, and the aQion -jn ies ſubſtantial ingredients, as it is 
abſiraQted from rhe Agent's. infirmities and/indiferetions, and 
the by-ttanders ative and pallive'miſs-reprcſentations and ili 


2, Such an Acceptance of a Favour from their Prince ts 
not contrary to the principles and pradtices of Presbyters- 
ans quatenas Presbyterzans 3 for the Notion. and Principle 
that denominateth them ſuch, is, that a Biſhop is not an 
higher Order ar;Pegree of Mitiiſtty-in the Chaich then -the 
P ; in:otherwchings- they agree with thecftabliſhed 
willing to ſubmit to the Diſcipline thereof as it is by Law 


And how ſuch a point ſhould makeall this 

| or be inconſiſtent with the acceptance of a 
Ad them by His Majeſty, is a thing not to be conceived : it ma 

| be as well aid, if the King ſhoald offer them a Living, wit 

their liberty,, or' publick places to preach ir, or a mainte- 
ilics, It 1s againſt their 
principles to take it. Butsfor 'my part, I neither take them 
company of fopls as to do ſo.4,.nor do Lbelieve 
ate iii 46/4 nor do I. believe would bo him- 
ſelf do fo, if ke had thiir Sentiments, or were in their Cir- 


indneſs offered 


'Nor is it againit the Prerbyterions practices, for t 
along,toge | 


- with thicir Epiſcopal Brethren, accepted of the 
iberty then offexed arid indulged fo them in the late times of 


; Chriſtians, fell to thei wark, and 
And why. the 
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po —_— 


ae Re Proteane and Geico Pin hot to 


prov mrer Were phoyndin in 

and improving the Prin cg —_ 'to the TG 
of: God and. the peace:ofi the Church. - | 

.- Obj. But m'Fraxce they. have another Religion Religion uppermoſt: 
and. they are.bound: to preach: the , 3s it lies in their 


way.\ in oppoſition to it; ' Here; -chere bo Religion 
earths Prerbyteriany profeſs; and the fame Chu Frog EK 


theycare Memberzand Miniſters: of, VE ought niot-co.| 


(cr up Altar againſt Altar. 
Anſw. This is no ſetting ap Ale ars ainft Altar, ide 'an 
undermining of the Dodtrine' or of * > ZE 


Presbyterians' part 3 but « ſubſervient Duty, 
Unity and Peace- thereof, in- fach a 'capacity as Þ Fs 


hath thought fit toplace them. Some-are appointed to ay 


as Biſhops 3 others to affit in Rule and Government as Deans. 
and Chapters 3 others to preach the Goſpel in publick Chur- 
ches and Chappels : And if His Majeſiy give way to-ſ(uch as- 
you call Presbyters, to puxſuethe ſame, ends in publick Halls, 
or private Houſes, who can think much, fince the work goes. 
on in the loweſt as well as. the pſa: Qipers and Places? 


- Ghz Butthe: Pridbytivions in x, , 5 | 
"Toleraron and Indu ence, and if they. do, 
ewGlita with it; oy contradict « 4 | -Þ vba 


Anfin, Some-Uid ard forme did not; dirkiinvi | 
daycs when Evyors and-Herefics firſt appeared, the 


enerally Srcad chembbiyey all the Ring on 1 Over;: f] | 
dhe NY? oy: might hayc” Preyen ed and: 
cruſhed: 
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-exlked in che begjgaings . bue ſince they have. grows now: {6 
. ir, *other 'means muſ} be uſed, and not the: © Methods 
| followed with Sainging.a96 overgrown Pilcaſes. 


' Beſides many of thoſe that declared inſt fuch a Tole- 
ration, if, not. all of, them, -are dead; arid +gones, and there 
arc Others now.who axe poftrars to thoſe tne, who. now ſuf. 
fer, who were not capable of ſayipg: or doing apy thing 
about publick mattters. 

To all which 1 -adde; - that: our Epiſcopa | Brethren, if it 
ſhould ever be poſſible,” that they. ſhould'live under the ſame 
diſcouragement and . diſadyantage,: now: from His Majeſty; 
or any of Hi is Sacepiſons, or the: Law3.iwhich.the Prerby- 
terigns now. FY ic -under,, and had a grant of their Libert y 
offered them in'common with others, . if they would. plea 
to let us know what they would then do, notwithftandiog all 
their ee ations and, Reaſons againſt | Toleration, Indul- 

Ne at-this-time : it is verily thought 
goes che Preshyterians Jans are. js (9 fully of their mind and 
principles. Rerrins fo. thee they would do accordingly. 
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= He third Reaſon ariſes from the Nature of their Ordina- 


"Mi n, apd the: ps that lies ſychas are :Ordain- 
ed to = Dia. tthe Go ie |, together. "ith the, folemn promiſe, 
made by ay Minj ini, 40,preach axrording to:his Duty,; 


notwithſtanding all d1 [ties whatloe 
' Which Argument,; to. my "16 ny -hath-ſo far pn 
ca with' many vovy and  pepceadle men, that (they: hay 


h it their 
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Though i tw Hh others out of ho grea.nneenc; Jahd” 
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reſpedt they. had to: Laws and publick Autborlyr aud th 


5 
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.- 
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rear affeGion qhey bore to: the Chutohi ic ſelf, and her” peace 
© ohity.. thought je mpreandtriend reubable, for Orders 
fake, to ſubmit to their Cenſore,\andt6%fpend the exerciſe 


- of their Miniltry, ill it ſhould pleaſe God to prepare their 


way totheir work, without miſpriſions ot offences; judging 
withal that the, Wo before mentioned: belongs to ' them that 
either through ſlothſulneſs neglectand flight thejr Duty,when 
they bave oppoxtunicy to- ptcach -or:ftudy 3,-0r through trea- 
chery and cowardize run' away from'it,' for fear of Jews, 
Heathens or Hereticks, and 'doth: not' concern' the Cenfures - 
that are made ina Chriſtian Church and State upon any of 
her Officers, which, for; order andipeace fake, ought to be 
ſubmitted to, _ though they ſhould be inflicted and; denounced: 
xm errante elave : and this. made many-Miniſters;” eſpecially, 
it not only, of the Presbyterians, to hold off in filence all this 
time 3 which is ſome evidence of the Aﬀe@ion and Reverence 
whicy they bear to the Church of England, : 
But being now the cenſure and penalty is taken off, and 
the way to their Daty opened, and'in a good meaſure cleared, - 
and the Kings Majeſty "who! is iri all Canſes Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civil , Supream Governour, not only ſuſpending the 
penal Statutes, butalſo willing.to approve and allow perſons 
to preach the Goſpel, and places topreach in: Confidering 
their Ordination and Separation to the Work of -the Mini- 
ſity, andthe Obligation that lies upon them to! their Duty, 
from vera, wire! promiſc and; threatning;:Iſhall leave-to- 
conſideration whether the Presbyterians that accept of: ſuch* 
Licences, go with or againſt their Conſciences. BY 
4. Conſidering the Exigence and Neceſlity of the Church, 
her affairs and firajghts require all the help.and affiſtance that / 
can be got or made, for refuting, Erroxs ; propagating of ' 
Truth, and edifying all good men in the: [Faith and Know- / 
ledge of theGolpel : And if. the. Kirgs' Majeſty-atSea'or * 
Land have occaſion for Commanders or Souldiers ina'preſent 
neceſlity, he will not refuſe eycn ſuch as are disbanded';i nor * 
ought they to'caſt off or deny: their, Duty, .;whenicalledto it, | 
tos-the Honour and Safety of their King and Countrey; *: 
| And i 


a 
: 


preach the Galp CS mn emae ſins m Sta- 
Ley! Ta a time of. publick calamity all men” acl ge their 
hands, yl their. heads, ' and ought” fo.to doto pre 
oy a common, danger 3. clpecially' when they are cncours- 
ed tojr Fain Yai, by hin that nexr to God, A 
authority here on earth, . ## 


WT 2 | CHAP. v. | 
Tow ings cha wad wang more $ of this 
; Nature arc and may be 'for & 0 ax pong 
preaching of OO Gag Door be t pd 
Cnr et /chey thei Filer on bo 
rai it r Fami are into: by.- 
4 ir lopgenforced ced filence. 
Yet I muſt - that rhe all this, 
be ai 


ch Be Mary | 


Scaes ore or that they were Minificts chat had rene notes 
in focie that: the Miniffers. of the, Chyxch: of | 
Exod now! kaves and-alfo for the'prevention of miſtakes, 
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(is)! 
conceits, miſre preſentations, and new offences, if they that 
arc Licenſed, or frequent Licenſed Meetings, would have a 
' reverence for, and” artend'upon” Gods publick Worſhip-in 
Churches and .Chappe!s, at the uſual times, or as often -as 
conveniently they may, it. would, be a full anſwer to many 
unprofitable and ill-nacured Scriblings, a great evidence of 
the Presbyterians integrity, of the tendernels .of their Con-. 
ſciences ,; and - the conſtancy: and: conififtency 'of their 
principles, and of the great care which they have and all good 
men ought to have of the: Honour-and tranquility both of 
Church and State, | | 


mongſt Fathers. ang .S /Brethirer*#ad' Fellow-F.abourers 
of he fa CMinilhy, nd very 

the endammaging, if.,not'ithe: endangering there, if the 
Reverrge Bibops and..others would but pleaſe to uſe what 
intereſt | 


arc loyal and ſohey,), piougand-peatrable;/'triay come to their, 
work again, -by Hap: AQ of iColiprehenſion; which, hath 
been often moyed, 'znd-avofton open} 
ly undermined; that :there:may bemutual condeſcentions , 
on both'ſides in order to Charity and Unity ;, doubt got! 


lences of 

mens end 
h 

| vernors. and Governed' in their ſeveral ſtations, and places 
well contented and rejoyced3 the Churches intereſts. of Doz 
 Arine, Diſcipline, Unity and. Peace well firengrlictied and 
ſecured 5: and. the mouths pf all 'true-Proteſtants ; 'both a- 
broa and at home, filled: with-acdlamatidns' of joy and 
agd. prailes. allo to :God for: ſuch an happy re- 
ig the Inſrumgyts thereof): forits prouſongation and 
: fl Chen ; the Head: of ' his Chicich come to 
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CHAP. VI. 


Obj. No! it a any ſhould objet and dba. this outs : 
gon if- mattcrs conld be thus brought” 
about; but it is ſooner ſaid than done. 


Anſw. It will be. ſo in Heaven's | 3nd why fome- irs 
ould not' be made towards making us more: hap 3n the 
rom, of Recontiltation and' peace, a8 worry. re holy 
in the Aas and. Duties of, SanQtifiration, I fee 'not, "Holi- 
neſs wi'l_notbe perfect | till we come-to heavetr;” and yet 
qo ekyy to make-perſons better and —— wg to 
the world, by ipreaching;; praying good Exa tis 
cation and "A wand why xnuy' not-the. Tm means 
be uſed in. relation to-Chriſti og Chas 3 And 
though a crnot be 'bepeth rr rms Fee 6uld be 

ing Holine on BINGO nan Reconciliation 
in the feax of God. ; - 

Secondly, Neither is fach +thi ing impolible to be done here 
in this world quead #eturamreks f $4 thoughT muſt confeſs while 
every ery by ' retain their ol porans hw pattions, unkind remetn- 

Trongy.« e, it is' utterly 
TmpofBle: it wou > wget do eb that every one in their 
plates, Syperiors and Inferiors, would ſiudy apd endeavour 


after thoſe things that make for peace, which is tooſt certain» | 


ly jure divina, whatſoever things be vrbeNnot;* #'- ©, 
Where there arg:commands-given, and promiſes fnade 

_ upon the obſervance of ſuch communds,- there 15nv impoſli- 

bility tae or included : It is 2 vain thing to 
-_ any of the Ten Commandments, an Jr 


cm to be obſerved peaceand living: 
one with another ppooel oerereyoyeg 4.19: 


low the things that make farpeoce, and things ns 


uh 


- 8 The (17) * 
edifie another. - 2'Cor. 13. 11.Finally, Brethren, be perfett,be of 
good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the Godof love 


and peace ſhall be with you. Heb. 12. 14, Follow peace with 


all men, and holineſs, without which no man fhall ſee the Lord. 


And that it is practicable we ſee it daily z men can poſlels 
their ſouls in peace, keep their Families and Corporations in 
peace 3 and other Churches live in peace, and why may 
not ours do ſotoo? Conſidering the great contentment and 
comfort we ſhall all reap by it DO day, ic is nogreat 
wriſdome for any of us that have much and great work to do, 
and but a litcle time to live, that have Sickneſs, Death, Judg- 
ment, Eternity, upon the matter all at hand, to. wffle and 


_ diſcompoſe our ſelves and others by our heats and unkindneG, 


to make our own paſſage rough and fiormy. out of this world 
Into another, and leave all in anger, heats, and diſorder be- 
hind us, - when we are gone : allwhich might have been hap- 
pily prevented by our innocent and amicable condeſcentions 
oneuntco another, . ts EOS 
Let us not by any means leave the Family of God, the 
Charch of Chrift, and che Houſhold. of Faith, in firite and 
contention, if we can any way helpit,: cither by deed or will 
before we die. - | L ir, 
. Sat inftlicibus armis pugnatum : Sat communibus aduerſariis 
occafionis & commoditatis ad noftrum exitium exhibitum : ſat imo 
nimis affedtibus indultum malis : 1t is high time to be wile and 


$900 natured one, unto another, to forgive what God hath 
ig 


ivefi, to diſpenſe with ſuch things as, are diſpenſable, for 
the attainment of ſuch ſure and ſtaple bleſlings as are indis 


ſpenſably neceſſary and-cſſential to the life and being of: our 


arch and Religion, . eat 

- Fhis, and much more may be aid, but that ſach an one 

as an muſt not preſcribe rulcs of Gſvcrnment. and Juriſdi- 
Qion to my Superiors and Betters. | 


| Obj. But-muſt the Laws of the Land vail to every ſchi(- 
ratical, faQtious, and private mans opinion ? 


' 4nfid.” No, by no means ! Bur I pray let us not in fury and 
C 2 ipleen 
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ſpleen nickname ſych, for b:ing (o, as a | 
*heartgandconſciences,'-art plain and's rt 1 
- ations! Mop: Tyach” and © pate x ind" Sib IE ha | 
' Sehifn and FaQion, and op *6f"thar phe ing and 
'more-too-(thari any of their violent" and virulent accuſersz | 
and'dare ſay further, that they ſhould *neicher ſeep. nor dje 
peaceably, if-they were not as good Subjects to the King,and 


.xt maybe better; -and as true in their principles' and Loalgj- = 'Y 
-ences'to the Do&rine_ and Intereſts of the Church o 

lad, as any or moR of theſe chat make'the' loudeſt Jechons. FI 
tions againſt Schiſme and'FaQion, and the moſt uncharica- Fa 


ble and unchriſtian refle@ions upon their poor Brethzen. -.. 

-But it may-do well that the true notion of Schiſmne and 
Faction were truly fiated, and ſuch as were truly ſuch, were 
 admoniſhed, corrected and refirdined 3 and not the” nocent 
-and-inndeent;' ioyat and diffoyal, hand over-head' puniſhed 
and brafided together promiſcuouſly, ' and without: any dil- 
crimination, 'Searce any one would ſuffer ſuch work to be in 
their own Families (that upon the ſurmiles my whiſpe: s of 
-a company of pick-thanks nd bad' mien; "tha T- BN .not. Ch 
tent with che'places they are 1h, but tiave i 
Mlanders and murdering other mans” _—_ ng). an oy 
way that ſuch children as arc in reality reſpeQive. and dup ciful 
to their Fathers and Superiors, fhould Befuſpected, Auſpend- 
ed, ejected and diſinherited, 'becauſc they, had neicher Parts, 
wor wit, nor ſtrength, 'nor faces altke.* 

Andif it would pkaſe cur Superiats'to make tial, and if 
thiy find not thoſe who-are accountedTittleTels* than guilty of 
Hereficand-Sedition; both loyal and peaceable, anda ſound 
in-the Faith, according' to the 'Do&rine of' the Church of 
England, then let them, bring the wheel over, them a in, | 
and doom them to perpetual filence an&'bbſcurity” as peripns vÞ + 
tavincibly-obſtivate,' incapable. either of <6 puraernen | 
or entertainment, - | 


And if the courteous Reader ptcaſe, let us a little conli der 
what Learned men ſay. of Schilm; - 


Schiſmatici dicuntur (i mquit Aquinas) quia propria ſpante 


5 = 


(19) 


& intentione ah unjtate Eceleſie > ſe ſeparant. Aqnip;\.22.- 2. 


qu; 39. © Now'hdly this can be {1id of them who take theig 
cenſure and ſeclufion from the Miniſtry, with all meekne(s 
and manſuetude, and jnrend to live and. die in. communion 
with the Church of Exgland, cither as Miniſters or Meambzrs, 
let.the world judge. - Lp yg) + Cog | 

. As S. Ferome tells us, ep. 62. Nos nec Eccleſiam ſcindimus, 
neque 4 Patrum Communione dividimer, fed. ab ipfis (ut ita di- 
cam in eunabilis ) Catholics ſumus lafle nutriti.. . Hp 

. Sebiſma eft contrapacem, que eft bonum participatum (layes, 
the ſame Aquinas.) Now how they can be gui'ty of Schiſm 
that pray for peace, -petition for peace, and by all good means 
purſueand promote peace, and are willing to- undergo any: 
good teſt whatſoever which iscfſential to truth and peace,.let 


all men ſce and ſay their minds. et: 
Schiſma (inquitCamero)) eſt ſeceſio in Religionis negotio vel 
temeraria, vel injuſta, ſrve faita, ſive continuats : Now that 
there is no ſecefhon is plain, in ſuch perſons as I am ſpeaking 
of,; tpr-they-cohtinne their Communion with the Church 'of 
land, and do earneſily defire their ſervice to preach the 
Goſpel may be accepted : And as for their raſhneſs. and un- 
righteouſne(s?in laying down their Miniſtry, if it be done 
without cither confideration or conſcience, let God Almigh- 
ty:jadge and determine, to whom they appeal as it is; Pſal. 
17. 2. . They defire their ſentence may come from before him, . 
and that his eyes would beliold the things chat are equal. |, _ 
; Not: every bee mn "Cas Chilſingworth tells us) but s 
cauſle(s.: feparation* from 'the external communion of any. 
Church, is Schiſme : Now they do fo far deny any cauſleſs 
ſeparation; . that 'they acknowledge no. ſeparation. at all-z.: 
but-the ſuſpenſion of their ſubſcription 'to ſome diſputable . 


points, for whichthey are meckly and mixtly willing though... 


not{( without ſome little regret, conſidering their Ocdinations 
and. Duty, (to. be ſuſpended from their Office till they either 
ſce:reaſon-to ſubſcribe, br their Superiors (to whom they 
humbly refer themſelves think meet_) to give them ſome re- 
laxation. ; Z EET 0 
Ghillingworsb-(al(o tells is) that not ſeparation only, but 
_—_ EF 99115 | unne- 
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unneceſſary and unlawful conditions of Co ion, make- 
a Schiſm, and that there may be frgati as well as fugitive: 
from the Church, And theſe people do imagine that this in 
-no wiſe belongs to them, becauſe they impoſe nothing at -all, 
but defire forme caſe and releaſement from the prefeat Im+ 
. poſitions, | ET bop | 


.  Ohj. But why ſhould the. Churches. beſt frieads be bound: 
up toſuch hard terms, and others that are not all out fo, be 
diſpenſed with ? | . | 


Anſw. 1. It is not univerſally true that the Church of 

: England's beſt friends. are all thoſe and only thoſe that have 
ſubſcribed the Declaration in the Act of Uniformity ; for 
i many think there are as good Subjects and as peaceable Miai- 
- ſters ont as in: however I dare ſay, ſome there: are out that 
will not vail to many others, that are now legally (etled in 
. their employments and Churches in cither peaceablenefs, or 
plain obedience, Ao ie USat beat 


. Anſw, 2. It, is not oſual for Children and Brethren of he y 


- fame Family, and of different conſtitutions, in'point bf health 


. and weakneſs, except ſuch as arc unnatural and envious, to 


-think much with Parents tenderneſs to-one Child more than 


another ; but on the contrary, Love and Fraternal Aﬀecion : 


leads rather to ſelf-denial and condeſcentions 3 the. firongto 
«the weak, the healthful ro chem chat are ſickly, in order' to 
mutual peace and preſervation. WF te 

I never heard of any but one that having ſubſcribed him- 
ſelf, being deſired if it were poſhible to, get ſome fair intet+ 


pretation or relaxation for his Brother that: was then 3» Lj- - 
mine, anſwered, No ;.butrather, if it was in his powes, he 
would cndcayour to get his Bonds made heavier, who when: 
time was, pretended as much moderation as others of his 


Brethren. 


3- I think, and all men (ee it, that there have been very 
great priviledges indulged in theſe ten years paſt, and conti- 
| nued 
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ned to thoſe duriful'Sons of the Church who have been ſo 
fally-fatisfied/in i their ſubſcriptions; and diſcours | 
_ anſwerable, upon them that have not : ſo that the one have 
been rewarded fafficiently, ' and the orher puniſhed ſeverely ; 
and there the wiſdom of State hath made a very great and re- , 
markable diſcrimination. - 

And then-the Cafe is, whether. after all theſe great privi- 
ledges and dignities enjoyed by: fome,” and the difcourage- 
+ *mnents that have been npon others, and the Church ic ſelf not 

oy as wr free from danger, and from enemies on the 
+ —_— hand and the left, whether it may not be adviſable to 
T2} ein all her real friends, to ſtrengthen | Su intereſt ? and ad- 
-riit thery#gain into the Miniſtry, and allow them for them- 
ſelves and Families ſuch outward encourzgements for their 
ſervice, 45 may. be procured, or they -prefented to (which 
rermain but as g mers 7 s ofter the Vintage, now that the other 
are ſerved and latisfied) which 1 thall humbly leave to the 
confideration of my Betters, if the exigents of our Religion 
4 . and Church, vis, the encreafing of fin and the decay of pic- 
d <4 
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ty do require it. 


4. But if all this were not ſo, there isno more reaſon that . 
any ſhould complain now that poſterity ſhould come into their 
Miniſtry upon cafter conditions "that then all their predece(- 
fors beforc thele times had eafier conditions than they . If a 
man will cake” occaſion” to think himſelf grieved at every 
thing, he will never give over creating trouble to himſelf and 


| f al 9” cara are about him, 
_ Ohj But why ſhould the Raw be altered ? 


ſ Anſw. Thoſe Laws that: axe moral and neceffary, ought 
*] © 'n6rt< healtered;- buc thoſe that'are alterable in theirown 
nature, of femporary and expired, or in/ time grown incon- 
venicnt, may be altered ; fi adfit;” as _—_— peaks, evidens 
* meenfferas, «1tt maxima reip.; wilitas. 

Liwsatd Ordinances” (ſaith Sr. F.'Relcigh) made when 
rent Ht are $009, os: te ipod c, when they 
are 
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are become evil z and therefore, are ſonie:/Laws! made and 


abrogated according unto Aecidentgand Cirgicalianges which == 


.do happene'- ; it; ou Sn retina angsy gidews!t + 
. .  Alſonew.Laws which are [made [for a /tenpdrary trial of 
mens Loyalty ang Obedience; whe they; have had thejy time 
andend 3 and when the utmoſt effects; are produced'by them 
which they can'do, maybe abrogated and xehaxed, 'as.well 
as made, without- any-reflexion upon the Lawgivers ;them- 
ſelves. -: God took-down his own. Ceremonial 'Law after a 
certain time for. the clearer advancement of his Grace- and 
Goſpel z and ſo. may earthly Princes do theirs too, or leave 


them as they are in themſelves indifferent, and allo; other in- 
cognoſcible School-points to which Aſﬀſentand Conſent is re- 


.quired, undetermined. . when it appears to be more conveni- 
ent and happy for themſelves and their people. - So that no 
body (that I know of deſires the Alteraton of any Law, 
but fach as is temporary and alterable-: and: where the/alte- 
ration thereof is convenient and -profitable for Church: and 
Commonwealth. I ey <h1 f {a 


Ob). But the Presbyterians know not what they would 
have 3 if the Parliament ſhould make a Law for their ſatisfa- 
Qion, they would never be ſatisfied, nor can-they agree. a- 
mongſi themſclyes what to deſire;;| ſome. are for..one thing, 
fome for another ; and whatſoever is granted, it is impoſh- 
Þle that all the Non-conformifts ſhould be pleaſed. '':,, :.--1 
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Anſw. This Obje&ion, when I heard it; at- firſt, ſeerned 
to me (o inconſiderable , that I verily thought it had never 
becn objected in-carneft 3 but to have more of ſcorn angdydi(- 
dain in-it, to make the Presbyterians ridiculous, than of 
Hrength, and reaſon <q keep thera as they are >. > 
..., Yet ſince this Objeion- obtains ſome belict, and mov 
ſome well:cempered,men that arc, xeady_ to,do them a kin 
nef5-, . when it lics in their ways. :; ; {| 
. Tanſwer, That it is well known by.their Principles and 
Papers what they would. have 5; and they are fo far from 
beingill to pleaſe, that what. the Biſhops have offered ren 
| ; : elves 


Ebel -gr-upÞn the- 7 Kings ReRalirition, -would pleaſe 
them, .or His; Gracious Declaration ge arena hep erang 
ee) ia the year y 664. » © 


' Yea, and [ might almoſt FED add, what the Reverend 
Biſhops. thiok tit eo-grant,. if they intend a kindneſs to thein 
whoſe Principles they.themlelves underſtandior to the Church 
ie (elf in this great decay of Picty,and mighty overflow of A- 
theiſm, Herclieand all manner of Debauchery, for want of | 
Preachers,would be very thankfully acknowleded & acceptcd. 


 0bj. If _itbe 9 what wil Mon pay, will not con- 
tent another, 

'. Anſw. There arc two otineipal Reakons we Ends for hd; 
vivg abatcinents; in ſome: things which are now impoſed : 

to keep the Miniſters and Members of the Church of 

Til, (that differ in ſmaller matters) together: nnired: as 
gainſt the. common Enemies,i'Brrors,' Herefies, and Schiſmmes 
that threaten either to. invade:or undermine- the Church. it 
ſelf; and this may be done by a Comprehenſion. 


" Secondly, To prevent Sedirion, and keep us in peace 3 
- and this may be ſecured by'fuch # Toleration as the wiſdom 
of the ' Parliament ſhall think fit ; they being beſt able to 
give ſuch Antidotesas may preſerve the Churches Vitals, and 
to cure and cheriſh fuch 'Menibers as are weak or corrupted, 
without amputatjon. 


Comprehenſioniis Gridvengitalaing the Charches nirtovett | 
and Toleration (if our Rulers think fie to grantit) bf fuck 
things a5 are tolerable ; z this is for the Kingdomes Peace. . 


- _ NF T * 1 ; 


Now the things which- the Pref terianr defire tobe © 
prehended in, !ane not: mhany'br* great,” nor; inthe be - 
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But 
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Pur ſome Circamſtantials-which -our Chutch before they 
be commanded, acknowledge indifferent; and ſome other 
I:np: fi ions, temporary, whichin a few years. according to 
the Ac for Uniformicy, do expire : theſe things we humbly 
deſire Diſpenſation for, are ſuch a&are diſpenſed with in 0- 
tier Churchesz and may be (I truſt in our own) without 


_ any hazard to her Doctrine, Diſcipline or Glory, 


And as for the Toleration before. mentioned, *thofe thae 
ere called Presbyterians, humbly account that it is no more 
a part of the Comprehenfion which chey defire' for them- 
ſelves, and would be content with, than Separation and Fa- 
ion, which this ſhould cure, is part of their principles or 
praftices3 or the perſons that hope for it, are PresJbyterians ; 
or the Do@rines they hold , the DNoftrines of the Church of 
England; and therefore ſhould be no more put together with 
them by right, than the Church of England; with whom 
the Papiſts do as indiſtinaly Joyn them, as our Epiſcopal 
Brethren do with the Presbyterians, from whom they haye 
been pleas'd to maks a (ecellion as well as from themſelves. 


Yet notwithſtanding, ſome even of them that are ac- 
c>unted of the Separation, adknowledge the Being, Ordi- 
nances and Officers of the Chu:ch of England; and are yery 

rave , pious and learned men, who have done, and may 
yet further do Her and Religion,.great Service by their Pens 
and Parts 3 whoſe Caſes and Libetties the wiſdom of the 
Parliament (no doubt) but will take carg of (when theſe 
things come into conſideration) according to the quality of 
their pexſons, aud the modeſiy:of their Principles as well 


+ 


as others. 


In the mean time, If I were'to Petition, I ſhould humbly 
beg it upon my knees, that it: would pleaſe our Gracious'So- 
veraign, tn yr with His. Two Hoalſes in Parliament, in' 
whole hands the xelazation avd making of Laws -are3 that 
acording to the Loyalty and Integrity of theix Hearts, Pric- 

" ciples. 
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Giplesand Actions, and no otherwiſe; that they would gra 

| thoſe who are reputed Presbyterians, 2 liberty to preach the 

+ *þ -@, Goſpel, with ſuch Encouragements in their Miniſtry , by 
"> hh an A& for Comprehenſion , os otherwile, as they in their 
+Þ . grave Wiſdom ſhall think moſt convenient 3 that fo all heats 
and animoſitics, on all tides, may be quieted and quench= 
ed; and they that have been dead, in Law, for theſe ten 

cars paſt, may be revived; which may poſſibly alſo give 

rh. Piety, Peace and Charity, an happy reſurreQion. 
Which God of his great Mercy grant for Jeſus Chrift fake, 

Amen. ; 


